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THE HUNGARIAN ROUTE TO THE

EUROPEAN UNION: |
A CORPUS-ASSISTED STUDY




OUTLINE OF THE PRESENTATION

The aim: linguistic exploration of Hungarian parliamentary speeches

Historical background: the Hungarian route to the European Union

Research questions: looking for perceptions and identity construction

The HUNPOL corpus: data collection

Methodology: collocation analysis

Results: semantic categorisation and creation of identity

Conclusion




1. AIM OF THE STUDY

Examination of the Hungarian MPs’ parliamentary

speeches about the European Union between 1998 and
2003.



2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

HUNGARY

Hungary is a Central European country
bordered by Austria to the northwest,
Slovenia to the west, Croatia to the
southwest, Serbia to the south, Romania
to the east, Ukraine to the northeast
and Slovakia to the north.

The country’s official language is
Hungarian.
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End of 1940s
USSR Member State

Hungary turns into a socialist
country becoming satellite state
of the Soviet Union

25" March-8" April 1990

Free elections

Free elections are held to elect the
first Democratic Government
after Second World War

23'd October 1989

Fall of the socialist state

The government amends the former
socialist constitution and embraces the
rise of the Third Hungarian Republic




COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE

1990-1991
CoE and EEC Member State

Hungary joins the Council of

31t March 1998

Beginning of negotiations

15 May 2004
EU Member State

Hungary becomes a member of
the EU

EU-membership negotiations start
Europe and the European

Economic Community

31t March 1994

Application for EU-

12 April 2003

Referendum

membership

Hungarians are asked to approve their
joining the European Union in a
referendum: 83,6% of the voters
agrees to support membership

Hungary formally applies to join
the European Union

The route to the European Union




2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A COUNTRY “IN BETWEEN’

([...] two sets of attitudes have in some shape coexisted in the
country, especially in modern times as reflection on national
identity and its embeddedness in more comprehensive
structures became a self-contained intellectual pursuit.» (Kontler

2002: 20)

Hungarianness vs. Europeanness?



3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1) What is the Hungarian politicians’ of the
European Union?

2) What kind of do they build for their country in
discourses about the EU?



3. TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS...

: «[...] the relation, not between individual
words, but between a lemma or word-form and a set of
semantically related words» (Stubbs 2001: 65)

: «[...] a particular collocational phenomenon:
some words (e.g. CAUSE) have a predominantly negative prosody,
a few (e.g. PROVIDE) have a positive prosody, many words are
neutral in this respect) (Stubbs 1996: 176)



4. THE HUNPOL CORPUS

DATA

444 Hungarian parliamentary speeches (344,748 tokens)
date: 315 March 1998 and 12™ April 2003 ()

~

query term: Europai Unio™ (‘European Union’)
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4. THE HUNPOL CORPUS

A SEARCH TERM

Other possible search terms:
o EU-*
* Eurépai Bizottsag™
‘European Commission’
® Eurdpa fejlett orszdgai™
‘European developed countries’
° eurdpaisdg™

‘Europeanness’

. FUROPAI UNIO*

occurrences

Eurdpai Unié*

CCCCCCCCCCC



4. THE HUNPOL CORPUS: FUROPAI UNIO*

A ‘ROOT ITEMW

For instance:

* Eurépai Unid ‘European Union’
" europai unios ‘of (the) European Union’
* Eurépai Unidban ‘in (the) European Union’

* Eurépai Unidval ‘with the European Union’

12



5. METHODOLOGY

COLLOCATION ANALYSIS

* First-order collocates of the eurépai unié™ multi-word

expression

* Second-order collocates

* Concordance lines
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»q

Brezina et al. 2015
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5. METHODOLOGY

COLLOCATIONAL NETWORK WITH GRAPHCOLL

*MI(5.0)
*Span: 5L-5R
*Collocate frequency =5

*Collocation frequency > 5

& % @ oreens
elsd ) y
¥ " . eléir‘ . targyalasok
‘ A csat¥akozassal
nato Q.- R s
> cdatlakozasban i) _
csatlakozas ‘ orszagokban

‘ [ csatlakozashoz
Qorszagaiban

. v. jogharmonizéacid
esatlakozast

v osszhangban

‘ tamogatasok 5
g @ csatlakozasunk

. tagsagunk
@ tagjai-

‘ Tes zink

.4 , - . SUrdpai unié* csatlakozasa
valé

> {
. csatlakoznl

b S
. tagallamaiban

& &
magyarorszg Qap kiszoben " ‘®
meghaladd
megfelel » . @ csatlakozasra &0
tagallamok U] csatlakozdasnak
| z L - z *.
¥ tagall&malna.k ‘ orszagot . eleget
.‘* . csatlakozasi @ tadla
hazénk q
¥ & magyarorszag

’

‘ folytatott
jogharmonizacids

. megal lapoi%

GraphColl - first-order collocates of eurdpai unié™: MI(5.0), L5-R5, C5-NC5

K J nevezetesen
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6. SEMANTIC CATEGORISATION

P

Joining

Membership

Advantages of EU-membership
Requirements for EU-membership
(Self-)improvement
Hungarianness

Being

Happening

Proximity

Other organisations
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Joining

.,bels()’ “t'c)rteno .
' ‘ /- csat ¥akozassal
B

N ~Sat lakozashan
> S _

. orszagalban.
,esatlakozast |

ban

‘ tamogatasok
e @ tagsagunk :
fagjal e

. Ga_lé . Ieszunk

csatlakozni

[\ ™ .'t-agéllamaiban

magyarorsza Qap kuszoben V74 I A\ W A T—a
// ‘j \ : eghaladd
megtelel s // N , csatlakozasra I g
tagallamok | cs‘atlakozé’snak
& , csatlakozaSL tagja
hazank ‘ ‘
ke ] . L) | \ {
joining | & ;
o ioin’ " “ 9 magyarorszag
| |
| . . v . folytatott
megallapo%s . . .
jogharmonizacids

@ nevezetesen

The EU is interpreted as:

Challenge (kihivds,
verseny)

Trigger for
development (jobb
lehet&ségeket kindl)
Necessary (szikséges)
Something to be
optimistic and trusting
about (optimistdk,
bizatéak)
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Requirements for EU-membership

i pelsé .’t‘OrténC’)

LTS ) I, ETTETCET
. dsat ¥a ————
>nato |

cdatlakdzasban @ .
csatlakozas . ® orszagokban
[N ‘ ‘ csatlakozashoz

.orSZégaibanf : s
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‘esatlakozést | v
& famogatdsok \ [ ot ® v W osszhangban
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. tagsagunk
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= , nevezetesen

csatlakozasa

e ’/‘-14, e T T Tk
= ——— europai-unio*
o&—7 —— - S S~
® . @ foczinx ' ~ > @ csatlakozni The EU is regarded as:
’ : < f N o o o
. , PEUszObén [\ @ . :l1amaiban * Organisation to be in
nagyarorszagna ' | A .
e | | A. : .meghaladé harmony with
‘ 2 csatlakozasra 5sszh i
‘ . (4 11 ok @ 3 (6sszhangoljq,
rescribe tagallamo csatlakozdsnak
P 58 p
@®.. . .- - 2 kivdantunk
. ot , ¥ tagallémainak & orszagot 1 )
negoriarions ‘ 5 eleget alkalmazkodm)
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1 . 7 \ ’
adjustment of laws | 4 © magyarorszag development (orszdg
, ‘ . V4 Lé
‘enough’ 0. v ® o1ytatore fejlédése)
megallapogdas ——— L
‘satisfy’ ogharmonizacios * Necessary (szikséges)
‘treaty’ * Success for Hungary
(sikerink)

17



Happening

E torténd I
‘belso & eléirj. © targyalasok

. L csat ¥akozdassal
" o cdatlakdzasban
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. orszagokban
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megfele‘; ‘ ‘. . csatlakozasra 4 The EU is viewed as:
3 H . ’ 13 ‘
that is happening tagall"’mOk \ Cﬁéalakozasnak * Challenge (verseny)
. ' ‘tagall inak. i
‘that is’ .’ | @ tags orszagot @ cleget * Creator of
. , A csatlakozasiy cadla )
that occured @ik | . community and
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4
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jogharmonizacids
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Membership
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Advantages of EU-membership
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Hungarianness
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Being
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Proximity
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EU is regarded as the
means to obtain:

Economical success
(egységes belsé
piacdhoz)

Successful exchanges
with the other
European states
(harmonizalt)
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Other organisations
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6. RESULTS

BUILDING IDENTITY
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GraphColl — Second-order collocates of eurdpai unié*-magyarorszég: MI(5.0), L5-R5, C5-NC5
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Hungary
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GraphColl — First-order collocates of magyarorszég™: MI(5.0), L5-R5, C5-NC5
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Hungarians
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GraphColl — First-order collocates of magyarok™: MI(5.0), L5-R5, C5-NC5
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7. CONCLUSION

Hungarian MPs as a
challenge (kihivds ‘challenge’, verseny ‘competition’) worth taking,
aiming at a better future for their country and their people, with a
particular focus on their technical and economical development.

They in terms of need (and will) to
improve, starting out from a disadvantaged condition (describing
the others as fejlett ‘developed’) and trying to adjust to the
Western world. They also depict themselves as people divided by
the country’s boundaries (hatdaron tdli magyarok ‘the Hungarians
living outside the country’s borders’).
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